L.I.P.S.A. Newsletter

Dec. 2008

 Bad News:  As I write this Newsletter I am under a suicide watch. You would be hard pressed to convince me that this was not the worst election in history for people like me.  I don’t know if you agree but we survived eight years of the Clintons, this most likely will be worse.  Not only on a National level but also statewide.  Both NYS Houses of the Legislature fell to the Democrats.  This is the first time in a long time we didn’t have a Republican State Senate to protect us from the Democratic Assembly’s draconian gun laws.  Fasten your gun belts we are in for a bad couple of years.
Good News and Some Not So Good News:  We have renegotiated our lease and have extended it for two years. The paperwork isn’t complete but it looks like we are good until the end of 2011.  However, the rent increase was astounding.  There isn’t some other place we can relocate to, we are stuck.  Our choice is pay or close.  This will be the last year(2009) we will be able to offer yearly dues at the present rate.  We also don’t want to meet the new expenses by adding new members, that hasn’t worked for us in the past.  We have been able to keep range fees at the same level for twelve years. Our rent is three times higher than when we started.  In 2010 it will be close to four times what we originally paid.  In the beginning, memberships paid the rent.  Recently it has been the match participation increases that have kept us going.  This situation can not be continued.  Bad weather effects match revenue, we were lucky this year.  We have to go back to the scenario where range memberships pay for the known and expected bills and match revenues pay for the extraordinary expenses. Don’t be fooled.  Our range is in a rural setting, we don’t have running water, paved roads or attendants but we are an entity that pays almost 60 thousand dollars a year in bills.  George Schmaeling, our Treasurer, is the magician who pulls this off.  This year he broke his magic wand.
Annual Meeting:  Will take place Dec. 14th, after the four Stage Dec. match.  The meeting will follow the putting away of the match props and the final closing of the support services for the year.  Last month we listed those eligible to vote.  Remember voting members, it is your responsibility to recommend new voting members but you must be able to support your candidate with facts.   

Renewals:  It is apparent that some members actually read the material that was sent to them.  Thank you.  Nearly half our members renewed in Nov.  I have applications from 22 people looking to become new memberships at this time.  On Dec. 31, the renewal period will be over and remaining memberships will be given to new people.  After that date, don’t even bother calling, all the decisions will have been made. 

Match Schedule:  There are several openings in the match schedule for 2009.  If you have ever considered holding a match, let me know and we will assist you. There is the possibility that we will hold a .22 cal. IPSC match this year if the cost of ammunition doesn’t come down.

End of Year Work Party:  Saturday, 12/20 at 10 AM until 2 PM.  End of year clean up and prop repairs.  Club will supply pizza and drinks.
Range Officers Class: Is being considered.  Presently, we are looking for a place to hold.  More info soon.

For Sale:

Colt Gold Cup Nation Match Series 70 .45ACP. All original with 3 Wilson 7rd mags and 2 steel 7rd. mags. $600. Call Rick at 631-567-9231.

Dec. Matches:

Dec. 7th, Man On Man Steel Match:  Wilbert, the Czar of Steel, will bring us back to the plate racks for some man on man competition.  Depending on the weather, five loses and you are out.  Bring plenty of ammo, and stay a while.

Dec. 14th, IPSC:  Four stages, followed by our Annual Meeting.

                                                                     Frank Fellini, Pres.
