L.I.P.S.A. Newsletter
May 2009

 I have to vent:
Range Safety:  The purpose of this paragraph is just to serve as a reminder to most of our members and yet to serve as a warning to the Einstein who is putting the range at risk.  Some dim bulb is shooting at rocks on the 200 yd. range.  These rocks are placed 100 yds. from the shooting benches and thus are 100yds. from the berm.  You can see the marks on the rocks where bullets struck them but glanced off.  This fool doesn’t know where his bullets are going if he hits the rocks but he should know they are leaving the range it they strike the ground when he misses the rocks.  When identified he will be thrown out.
You should know that if you are the individual arrested by the police for striking a person or vehicle outside the range with a bullet your problems are just beginning.  Besides having to hire a criminal defense attorney, you are going to need a second attorney to defend you from the suit we will file if your actions cause the range to be closed.  
Remember:  Never shoot at a downward angle from a shooting bench at a target that is close to the ground and well in front of the berm.  Your rounds will strike the ground  and bounce off the range.  Fire each round as if it had your name on it.  Protect yourselves, your families and the range.  We film you when you enter the range, the film is time stamped.  The Suffolk Police Dept. has asked for these tapes in the past and we supplied them.  Use you heads, shoot safely.  
Since writing those words I have received several complaints from members who have had rounds pass over their heads.  If you are too stupid to shoot safely at the Pine Barrens on your own then you need to join a range where there is someone to supervise your shooting.  If we I.D. you,  we will help you in your search for a supervised shooting facility by throwing you out.  There will be no second warnings.  If you feel you need supervision, return your key and I.D. card to me and I will see to it that your money is refunded, no questions asked.  The range is only as safe as we make it.  If you find yourself in a situation where rounds are going over your head, just get a plate number, I will take it from there.
Secondly, you are entitled to bring one guest.  If you are found on the range with more than one guest your membership will not be renewed.  Our attitude is that if you get caught doing something wrong or unsafe you are not living up to your obligation as a member and are not a man or woman of your word.  Further, we believe you have been behaving badly all along and just got caught this time.
Lastly, the target stands are being destroyed.  This is happening because people are throwing them, which breaks them and using the stands as targets, damaging them.  There are a few left.  I have spoken to the guys who build them and they are not going to make any this year.  Maybe next year.  When what we have are gone, they are gone.  I don’t want to hear any whining.  You have to take care of what we own, there are enough for this year.
I find it very frustrating that I have to bring this stuff up to our members.  Most of you are doing exactly what is expected of you.  Thank you.  As per usual we just have to get rid of the handful of guys and girls that will not behave in a responsible manner.  We have the best facility on Long Island, why would a member put it in jeopardy?  Why damage props?  Each year we shed some members.  They are always offended and can’t understand why.  To me it is very simple.  We treat members as adults and we expect them to act as adults.  Unfortunately, it is more than some are capable of.
May Matches:

5/3 Shotgun Steel: Tony Bykov is planning five stages of Steel, about 120 rds. if you don’t miss.

5/10 Mother’s Day:  I suspect most of you had one, be nice, stay home and celebrate.  See you next week. 
5/17 IPSC Special Classifier Match:  6 stages, four classifiers.

5/24 Cowboy Action:  The Shadow Riders will hold their “Duel in the Sun Match”.

5/31 Cowboy Action:  Not to be outdone the East End Regulators will come back the following week with their Cowboy match.
