L.I.P.S.A. Newsletter

Nov. 2008

Renewals:  About the time you are reading this Newsletter most of you should be receiving a note from me and a renewal form.  If you changed your address and didn’t inform me or you are one of the people we are dropping you will not get a renewal form.  There have been some changes to the renewal process this year, please note:
1. The renewal period has been shortened from three months to two.  Any memberships not claimed by Dec. 31, 2008 will be offered to someone else.

2. The renewal application will not be posted on the website.  I returned more than forty last year to people who wanted to be members but we didn’t have room for.  This isn’t fair to them, me or the club when it pays for postage.
3. If there is someone you are recommending for membership, copy your renewal application, have him/her fill it out, forward it without a check or pictures and attach a note explaining your recommendation. In early Jan. the BoD will review them and assign available memberships. Just remember you are responsible for the people you recommend.  You recommend a jerk, and he/she is accepted, we will be back to talk to you.
4. I don’t want to hear from your wife, secretary, mother, significant other or gay friend about some problem you have with renewing.  If there is a problem of any sort and you are a member in good standing you can reach me at 516 354-8010 most evenings. Evening starts at 6:30 and ends at 10 PM.
A lot has changed in the past year, the costs of gasoline and ammunition has skyrocketed.  There is a good chance that this will have a major effect on our people and their decision to remain members of the Pine Barrens Range.  2009 may be a watershed year for us, we have been able to support ourselves to this point, and it will be interesting to see what happens now.
2008 was a great year for us at the Pine Barrens Range.  We didn’t lose many matches to the weather and the turnout for some of our matches was outstanding.  It is a tribute to all of those who lent their time and expertise in planning and setting up the matches.  People have come to expect a fair match and a fair shake at a LIPSA match.  We have welcomed a number of new shooters this year and have been gratified to see them return over and over.  Please continue to go out of your way to welcome the new shooters, they are the future of our sport and some of them have stepped up in a big way.
All this leads to the gate being locked with two padlocks for the renewal period.  Most people who can walk and chew gum have no problem with this but there are a few “special people”, who just cannot understand the instruction that states,”just lock the bows of the two locks together.”  The chain does not have to be twisted through the gate multiple times; the lock doesn’t have to be placed through the chain in several places.  Only the bows of the two locks should touch after the chain is placed through the gate.  I send a diagram with the new lock keys but there are still a few “special people”, who just don’t get it.
Politics:  As I am sure you know this is an election year.  A member of the range, Thomas DeMayo, is running for re-election as a Southampton Town Judge on the Republican and Conservative lines.  If you live in the town of Southampton, just think how valuable a judge, who doesn’t think everyone who owns a gun is a terrorist, will be. 
 On another front, Brian Foley, the current Brookhaven Executive is running for the State Senate, the 3rd Senate District.  He is an anti-gunner and supported by the usual suspects.  Ceasar Trunzo, a pro gun candidate, is running against him. This information was supplied by the NRA.  Do what you think is right.

Plate Rack: The damaged plate rack mentioned in last months Newsletter has been repaired thanks to members Manny Camean, who transported it, and Harold Odell, who welded it.  Thanks guys, we could not have done it without you.

Last Chance:  In 2008 three matches were held that were great events for the people who shot them but were very poorly attended.  I held the Tactical Rifle Match, Simon Davison, John Findlay and their friends, ran the Best Ranger and the Three Gun Match.  There were fewer than twenty five shooters at each match.  We cannot continue holding these matches at this level of participation.  Thanks to all those who attended and helped put them on but in spite of all the internet chatter and shooters intensions to attend we are at risk of losing these events the same way we lost the Glock Match, lack of support.  Think of this is as final warning.

It has always struck me how many shooters’ conversations start with the phrase, “We used to”….   We have one of the greatest ranges on the east coast.  I know, I have been to ranges from New Hampshire to Florida to shoot Glock Matches, IPSC Area Matches and Rifle Matches.  Yet in an environment that includes at least fifty thousand law enforcement officers in the Metropolitan area, and thousands of civilians, owning Glock Pistols, we couldn’t attract 200 to our last Glock Match.  I know as fact that we ran the most organized, fast moving, fairly judged and competent match east of the Mississippi because I went to all the others.  Originally, we attracted up to 250 entries, it was rare for a shooter to spend more than 2 hours on our range but at other sites with a comparable number of shooters four hours could be the norm.    Yet, we failed.  Why? Lack of support!   Some questions just can’t be answered but the loss is real and the match will not be back.  Will the same thing happen to the rifle match and the three gun matches, only time will tell.  Wake up, what we lose will not come back but it will give you the opportunity to start more of your conversations with, “We used to……”
Annual Meeting: Will take place Dec. 14, 2008 following the four stage IPSC match.  The following people are entitled to vote at that meeting:

2008 Voting Members
Richard Baker                                        Robert Jenkins                                                                                                 Carl Ocampo

Anatoli Bykov                                        Susan Parkhill

Manny Camean                                       Peter Rao

Steve Claypool                                        George Schmaeling

Simon Davison                                        Arthur Search

Clayton Erkmann                                    Warren Sonner

Rick Esposito                                           Dean Speir

Frank Fellini                                             Barry Urbanick

John Findlay                                             Salvatore Wyszomierski

Mike Gomez                                            Walter Wood

Dennis Hand                                             Joe Procopio                                       Ron Jow                                                    Nick Bonis

Wilbert Spruell                                         Nick Andronica

Remember it is up to current voting members, at the Annual Meeting, to nominate new people as voting members, be prepared to give your reasoning.
FOR SALE
NAVY ARMS 92 CARBINE.
LARGE LOOP
357 MAG
VERY GOOD CONDITION
$350.00 asking
6shootin@optonline.net or 631 472-1867
Lenny
November Matches
11/2 Cowboy Action:  This is the last Shadow Riders match of the year, Rusty Colt’s Guns of Autumn.
11/9 High Power Rifle/ .22 Match:  A Tony Bykov High Power Rifle Match followed by our Annual .22 Match.

11/16 IPSC:  With the shooting season winding down this will be one of the last times this year that Artie Search will be able try to mess with us.  6 Stages.
11/23 Shotgun Match: Rick Esposito will direct the last of our long gun matches for the year.  Rick has established a great reputation for holding outstanding shotgun matches, hence the nickname “Shotgun Rick Esposito”.  This year’s match will be six stages, 85 bird shot only, bring extra, no slugs.  Limited and pump will start with 5 in the gun, Open will start with what ever fits. 
11/30 Cowboy Action: The East End Regulators bring their own special interpretation of the western saga to the Pine Barrens.  Yahoo, buckaroo.

                                                                       Frank Fellini, Pres.
