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The Annual Match Schedule has been changed.  We swapped the dates for our Fall Shotgun Match and a High Power Rifle Match.  Check our schedule for details. 
Good & Bad News:  Every time I begin to think that things are starting to go well for the range the crap hits the fan.  Like the time the guy from Florida called to tell me the range was on his land and we owed him five years rent.  We didn’t.  This time the threat may be real.  According to the Southampton Press the Army Corps of Engineers has been surveying the Gabreski Airport Area for bomb material and ground water contamination left over from the Second World War, you remember that war, it was in all the papers.  The good news is that during the Second World War the airport was 9000 acres, 7500 acres larger than it is now.  They have identified four bombing ranges near the Speonk – Riverhead road.  Well away from us.  The bad news is that they have identified, in a separate project, six sites on the current airport. One of which is identified as a shooting range.  The military used the range until 1971, who knows what they put into the ground and who knows what the repercussions will be. Richard Amper, Director of the Pine Barrens Society is quoted in the article and he is not our friend. I will try to get more up to date information.  What worries me is that an anti-gunner with a metal detector could probably find remnants of the true cross, and it was made of wood. 
Newsday, on 9/9/2008, reports that Rechler Equity Partners had entered into an agreement with Suffolk County to develop 53 acres of the airport including a 145 room hotel.  None of this bodes well for us.  I will keep you posted.
I spoke to our landlord on 9/21.  He says the Corps of Engineers is no threat, but they will work on an area near our range.  He has been contacted by several agencies involved in the clean up and sees no problems.  Great.  The hotel that is planned at this time will be near the gate of the airport and again according to the landlord is not something we need to be concerned about.  I hope he is correct.  What will affect us is that he visited the range on the day we were holding the L.I.C. and saw about 100 cars at the range.  Expect the rent to go up.

More Bad News:  Over the past two years shooting stupidity has not been a major problem at the Pine Barrens Range.  Every now and then a situation arises that calls for a correction and we make it.  We have members who for the most part understand the guns they are shooting and the damage they can do.  However, that all changed this week.  Some mentally challenged shooter managed to put two rifle rounds into one of our plate racks.  This hasn’t happened for a long time. It is very time consuming or expensive to repair.  We have to either take the rack apart and take it to a welder or pay one to come to the range and do the repairs.  The last time it cost $300.  It is inconceivable to me that there are still shooters on this earth that do not understand that almost no steel will stand up to rifle fire from short range. If we can identify this person he or she will not shoot here again. 
The long Island Championship:  Was held the week end of 9/20-9/21.  More than 150 shooters competed. It was a great week end and thanks to all those who helped out.  You have a lot to be proud of.  This was absolutely the best LIC ever and we have been doing this for more than 15 years.  Special thanks should go to Mike Linsalata, who served as Match Director and Joe Procopio , Mike Halpin and Walter Odinokow,  who did the scoring.  Scores were up the same day. If you haven’t seen them they are on the USPSA.Org website under Local Matches.  One of the guys who works behind the scenes, George Schmaeling was responsible for the hundreds of targets we used over two days.  At least this year we didn’t have to fish any out of the bay. Stages were set up and manned by John Findlay, Simon Davidson, Karl Buchenhain, Ron Jow, Manny Camean, Rick Esposito, Nick Bonis, Artie Search,  Matt McMahon and me. They were assisted by Arnold Wadley, Carl OCampo, Bob Novak, Billy Lester, Sam Wyszomierski, Jerry Pomato, Glen Castro, Wilbert Spruell, Glen Paritsky, August Balagtas, Warren Sonner, Alan Fan, Tom DePre, Jerry Bushart, Bob Orr, John Baumann, Clay Erkmann, Gou Shou, Glen Chin, Dave Chang, Perry Woo, Tony Bykov, Nick Andronica and George Schmaeling. I am truly sorry if I missed anyone. You might have noticed that it takes a lot of people and hard work to put on a great match, but we did it. The Long Island Practical Shooters owe these guys a great deal of thanks.  It was an extraordinary effort and it paid off big time, best yet, we get to do it again next year.  I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Sam Wyszomierski, Carl Ocampo and Arnold Wadley who assisted me Tues. in taking down the stages and putting everything away.  Thanks guys.
Range Officers Class:  Some interest has been expressed in holding a Range Officers Class.  If you are interested, and willing to pay $30, contact me at 516 354-8010.  If there is enough interest we may hold one next year.
Monthly Matches:

10/5 Steel Match:  Wilbert will be at us again with a bang and clang Steel Match that may contain some surprises.  Bring plenty of ammo.

10/12 Three Gun Match:  Simon Davison and John Findlay have been putting their minds together ( No, I am serious, I am not kidding, hold that thought) since their best Ranger Match last month and promise to deliver another challenging experience.

5-6 stages less than a 100 pistol, 100 rifle, 25 shotgun.

10/19 IPSC:  Artie Search and his band of merry men, one of whom is not an escapee from a circus, will deliver another match which in all honesty is a continuation of the best year of shooting we have ever had at the Pine Barrens.  6 stages, 135 rounds
10/26 Cowboy Action: The East End Regulators will hold their monthly match and continue in the saga of taming the West.
 
 

Subject: Weapons for Sale
 

 
 
 
	 

For Sale:

1) Smith & Wesson Model 60 5 shot stainless .38

2) Smith & Wesson Model 36 5 shot blue .38

3) Smith & Wesson Model 3913 9mm "lady smith" stainless w/3 mags.

 

Best offer for any one, two or all three. 

 
Bob Hart, FBI (631)501-8770.

 

 


 
